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Message to the Congress Reporting Budget Rescissions
February 6, 1995

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Congressional Budget

and Impoundment Control Act of 1974, I here-
with report 23 rescission proposals of budgetary
resources, totaling $1.1 billion. These rescissions,
when combined with other discretionary savings
proposals contained in the FY 1996 Budget, will
reduce FY 1995 budgetary resources by $2.4
billion.

The proposed rescissions affect the Depart-
ments of Agriculture, Commerce, Education,
Health and Human Services, Housing and
Urban Development, Labor, and Transportation;

the Environmental Protection Agency; the Na-
tional Aeronautics and Space Administration; the
Small Business Administration; the Chemical
Safety and Hazard Investigation Board; and the
National Science Foundation.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
February 6, 1995.

NOTE: The report detailing the proposed rescis-
sions was published in the Federal Register on
February 15.

Remarks on the Immigration Policy Initiative and an Exchange With
Reporters
February 7, 1995

The President. Good morning. Two years ago,
when I took office, I was determined to do
a better job of dealing with the problem of
illegal immigration. About 2 years ago this week,
when I discussed with Janet Reno the possibility
of her becoming Attorney General, we had a
talk about this, and for the last 2 years we
have been hard at work to try to fix a system
that everyone agreed had serious problems.

The Vice President and I have just been
briefed by Attorney General Reno; Doris Meiss-
ner, the Commissioner of Immigration and Nat-
uralization Service; our Secretary of Labor, Bob
Reich; Maria Echaveste, the Director of the
Wage and Hour Division of the Labor Depart-
ment; Silvestre Reyes, Chief Border Patrol
Agent of the El Paso Sector; Gus de la Vina,
the Director of the Western Region of the Im-
migration and Naturalization Service; Doug
Crum, the U.S. Border Patrol Chief; and George
Weise, our Customs Commissioner.

After our meeting, I signed a Presidential di-
rective to the heads of all executive departments
instructing them to very quickly expand and
strengthen our program to reduce illegal immi-
gration in four key areas: first, protecting our
borders; second, protecting the interests of our
workers in the workplace; third, removing more

criminal aliens; and fourth, providing more as-
sistance to the States which are burdened with
the problem of illegal immigration.

For example, I’ve asked the Attorney General
to increase those elements of our Border Patrol
strategy that are proving most effective, includ-
ing the use of helicopters, night scopes, and
all-terrain vehicles. I’ve asked the members of
the Cabinet to create for the first time a national
detention and removal plan to dramatically in-
crease the identification and removal of deport-
able illegal aliens. These are just a few examples,
and of course you’ll get more in a moment
when the people behind me give a more exten-
sive background briefing.

One of the cornerstones of our fight against
illegal immigration has been a get-tough policy
at our borders. We initiated Operation Hold
the Line at El Paso, Operation Gatekeeper in
San Diego, and Operation Safeguard in Arizona,
all with one clear intention, to secure the South-
west border. As we speak, these initiatives are
making a substantial difference. Illegal immigra-
tion is down; crime is down. And my budget
in immigration strategy builds on that success.
Here are the elements of the initiative:

First, I have asked Congress for an additional
$1 billion to fight illegal immigration in the
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coming fiscal year. I want to emphasize that
while most of the talk yesterday was about cut-
ting the budget, and we do have $140 billion
in budget cuts, there are some things we should
spend more money on. We recommended
spending more money on education, on medical
research in AIDS, on crime, in the community
policing bill, on veterans interests. And we rec-
ommended a billion more dollars to fight illegal
immigration. Under the budgets already passed,
we’ve added 1,000 new Border Patrol agents
just in the Southwest. By the end of 1996, our
administration will have increased overall border
personnel by 51 percent since 1993.

Second, I’ve asked for more funds to protect
American jobs by increasing the number of
workplace investigators by 85 percent. Our ad-
ministration will begin to test different methods
of helping employers verify a worker’s employ-
ment authorization. This was, as I’m sure you’ll
remember, one of the key recommendations of
the Jordan commission. Barbara Jordan wanted
to be here with us today, but in pursuit of
that commission’s work, she is traveling the
country. She has sent us a letter endorsing the
proposals in this package.

The fact is that employer sanctions have been
in the law on illegal immigration since 1986,
but no prior administration has made a serious
attempt to enforce them. With this budget and
with legislation I will soon be sending to Con-
gress, we will be able to crack down on employ-
ers who knowingly hire illegal immigrants. If
we turn off the employment stream for illegal
workers, far, far fewer of them will risk the
difficult journey here.

Incidentally, our financial support package for
Mexico will also, over the long run, reduce pres-
sure on illegal immigration. With a healthier
economy, the Mexican people will find more
opportunities for jobs at home.

Thirdly, I have asked for new funds to double
the deportation of criminal aliens next year and
to triple them by 1996.

And finally, ours is the first administration
to reimburse States for a share of the costs
that they bear related to illegal immigration, in-
cluding the incarceration of illegal aliens. I’ve

asked Congress for a total of $550 million for
State reimbursement; that more than doubles
the fund that now exists.

Whether through the budget, the directive
I’ve just signed, or the legislation I will soon
send to the Congress, our goals are the same:
tougher border enforcement, more protection
for American workers, faster deportation of
criminal aliens, additional assistance to the
States. That’s a comprehensive strategy that is
already beginning to work and that will work
much better if this plan is implemented by the
administration and by the Congress. We need
help from the Congress to implement this plan.

I want Congress to move quickly on this issue,
just as we have moved quickly on a number
of fronts. I am proud at the speed that the
INS showed recently in moving 62 Border Pa-
trol agents in 24 hours to Nogales, Arizona, to
reinforce that border. In the future, if our budg-
et becomes law, that kind of movement won’t
be necessary. For the first time ever there will
be a rapid response team to enable the Border
Patrol to react quickly to buildups at any par-
ticular border spots.

We’ve accomplished a lot in just 2 years. As
I said in the State of the Union, we are a
nation of immigrants, and we should all be
proud of it. But we’re also a nation of laws.
It is wrong and ultimately self-defeating for a
nation of immigrants to permit the kind of abuse
of our immigration laws that we have seen in
recent years. There is too much of it, and we
must do much more to stop it.

Thank you very much.

Surgeon General Nominee Foster

Q. Mr. President, have you cleared up the
conflicting statements about Dr. Foster and
abortions?

The President. I believe that they’ve been
cleared up, and I certainly support him.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:23 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The memo-
randum is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.
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Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on the Major League Baseball
Strike
February 7, 1995

The President. Good evening. Sorry to keep
you here so long tonight. I had hoped that to-
night I’d be coming out to tell you that baseball
was coming back in 1995, and for a good while
this evening, I thought that that might well be
the case. Unfortunately, the parties have not
reached agreement.

The American people are the real losers, the
major league cities, the spring training commu-
nities, the families of thousands of Americans
who won’t have work unless there’s a baseball
season, and of course, the millions of fans who
have waited now for 6 long months for the
owners and the players to give us back our
national pastime.

I have done all I could to change this situa-
tion. At my request, Bill Usery, the highly re-
spected former Secretary of Labor, has been
working very hard in mediating this dispute. He
has certainly gone the extra mile, and we all
owe him our thanks. But the players and owners
still remain apart on their differences. Clearly
they are not capable of settling this strike with-
out an umpire. So I have now concluded, since
I have no legal authority in this situation, as
all of you know and have known for some time,
that I should send to the Congress legislation
seeking binding arbitration of the baseball dis-
pute.

This is not a request for a congressionally
imposed solution. It is a request for the only
process we have left to us to find a solution
through neutral parties. And the only way to
do this appears to be for Congress to step up
to the plate and pass the legislation. Unless they
do, we may not have baseball in 1995.

I know that the people in Congress say they
have other pressing business, and they certainly
do have other pressing business. I regret very
much having to send this legislation there, but
spring training is just 9 days away, and I think
many Americans consider this pressing. At least
when the bill goes to the Congress, the Amer-
ican people can make themselves heard one way
or the other on the legislation and Congress
can consider it.

Clearly, the best solution is still one that is
voluntary. I still call again on both sides to work

with Mr. Usery to narrow their differences.
Hopefully, they can reach agreement. If not,
then Mr. Usery’s recommendations as to where
the parties are at the time can be made available
to the arbitrators.

I urge the parties to embrace this course
themselves. And as I said, I had hoped for a
while tonight that they would. We have done
the best we can. The American people have
been frustrated by the strike. I think all the
parties who were here tonight have now been
frustrated by the strike.

There is something the American people can
do. They can tell their Senator or Representative
whether they feel this is a proper case for bind-
ing arbitration. Last fall, for the first time in
90 years, there was no World Series. If some-
thing goes on for that long without interruption,
seeing our Nation through wars and dramatic
social changes, it becomes more than a game,
more than simply a way to pass time. It becomes
part of who we are. And we’ve all got to work
to preserve that part.

So again I say, I call on the players and the
owners to go back, to keep talking, to work
through this. There is still time. I will send
the legislation to Congress with the full expecta-
tion that Congress will consider it in light of
what they believe their constituents want, which
their constituents will have the opportunity to
tell them.

Q. Mr. President, you’ve met now with the
players and the owners. In your opinion, who
is more to blame for this impasse? And why
don’t they simply accept voluntarily binding arbi-
tration?

The President. Well, I think both sides have
their share of blame, and I think it would be
wrong for me to characterize it at this time.
I don’t think that would help to settle the suit.
You should ask them why they won’t accept
what they won’t accept. They will both have
different explanations for that, and I will leave
it for them to put it out there. I did urge that
course strongly.

Q. Mr. President, what gave rise to the opti-
mism you felt during the course of the evening
that a settlement might be possible?
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